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§34.15

§34.15 Revision of budget and pro-
gram plans.

(a) The budget plan is the financial
expression of the project or program as
approved during the award process. It
may include either the sum of the Fed-
eral and non-Federal shares, or only
the Federal share, depending upon DoD
Component requirements. It shall be
related to performance for program
evaluation purposes whenever appro-
priate.

(b) Recipients are required to report
deviations from budget and program
plans, and request prior approvals for
budget and program plan revisions, in
accordance with this section.

(c) Recipients shall immediately re-
quest, in writing, prior approval from
the cognizant grants officer when there
is reason to believe that within the
next seven calendar days a pro-
grammatic or budgetary revision will
be necessary for certain reasons, as fol-
lows:

(1) The recipient always must obtain
the grants officer’s prior approval when
a revision is necessary for either of the
following two reasons (i.e., these two
requirements for prior approval may
never be waived):

(i) A change in the scope or the objec-
tive of the project or program (even if
there is no associated budget revision
requiring prior written approval).

(ii) A need for additional Federal
funding.

(2) The recipient must obtain the
grants officer’s prior approval when a
revision is necessary for any of the fol-
lowing six reasons, unless the require-
ment for prior approval is waived in
the terms and conditions of the award
(i.e., if the award document is silent,
these prior approvals are required):

(i) A change in a key person specified
in the application or award document.

(ii) The absence for more than three
months, or a 25 percent reduction in
time devoted to the project, by the ap-
proved project director or principal in-
vestigator.

(iii) The inclusion of any additional
costs that require prior approval in ac-
cordance with applicable cost prin-
ciples for Federal funds and recipients’
cost share or match, in §34.17 and
§34.13, respectively.
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(iv) The inclusion of pre-award costs.
All such costs are incurred at the re-
cipient’s risk (i.e., the DoD Component
is under no obligation to reimburse
such costs if for any reason the recipi-
ent does not receive an award, or if the
award is less than anticipated and in-
adequate to cover such costs).

(v) A ‘“‘no-cost” extension of the
project period that does not require ad-
ditional Federal funds and does not
change the approved objectives or
scope of the project.

(vi) Any subaward, transfer or con-
tracting out of substantive program
performance under an award, unless de-
scribed in the application and funded in
the approved awards. This provision
does not apply to the purchase of sup-
plies, material, or general support serv-
ices, except that procurement of equip-
ment or other capital items of property
always is subject to the grants officer’s
prior approval under §34.21(a), if it is to
be purchased with Federal funds, or
§34.13(a)(7), if it is to be used as cost
sharing or matching.

(38) The recipient also must obtain the
grants officer’s prior approval when a
revision is necessary for either of the
following reasons, if specifically re-
quired in the terms and conditions of
the award document (i.e., if the award
document is silent, these prior approv-
als are not required):

(i) The transfer of funds among direct
cost categories, functions and activi-
ties for awards in which the Federal
share of the project exceeds $100,000
and the cumulative amount of such
transfers exceeds or is expected to ex-
ceed 10 percent of the total budget as
last approved by the DoD Component.
No DoD Component shall permit a
transfer that would cause any Federal
appropriation or part thereof to be
used for purposes other than those con-
sistent with the original intent of the
appropriation.

(i) For awards that provide support
for both construction and nonconstruc-
tion work, any fund or budget transfers
between the two types of work sup-
ported.

(d) Within 30 calendar days from the
date of receipt of the recipient’s re-
quest for budget revisions, the grants
officer shall review the request and no-
tify the recipient whether the budget
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revisions have been approved. If the re-
vision is still under consideration at
the end of 30 calendar days, the grants
officer shall inform the recipient in
writing of the date when the recipient
may expect the decision.

§34.16 Audits.

(a) Any recipient that expends
$300,000 or more in a year under Fed-
eral awards shall have an audit made
for that year by an independent audi-
tor, in accordance with paragraph (b)
of this section. The audit generally
should be made a part of the regularly
scheduled, annual audit of the recipi-
ent’s financial statements. However, it
may be more economical in some cases
to have the Federal awards separately
audited, and a recipient may elect to
do so, unless that option is precluded
by award terms and conditions, or by
Federal laws or regulations applicable
to the program(s) under which the
awards were made.

(b) The auditor shall determine and
report on whether:

(1) The recipient has an internal con-
trol structure that provides reasonable
assurance that it is managing Federal
awards in compliance with Federal
laws and regulations, and with the
terms and conditions of the awards.

(2) Based on a sampling of Federal
award expenditures, the recipient has
complied with laws, regulations, and
award terms that may have a direct
and material effect on Federal awards.

(c) The recipient shall make the
auditor’s report available to DoD Com-
ponents whose awards are affected.

(d) The requirement for an annual
independent audit is intended to ascer-
tain the adequacy of the recipient’s in-
ternal financial management systems
and to curtail the unnecessary duplica-
tion and overlap that usually results
when Federal agencies request audits
of individual awards on a routine basis.
Therefore, a grants officer:

(1) Shall consider whether the inde-
pendent audit satisfies his or her re-
quirements, before requesting any ad-
ditional audits; and

(2) When requesting an additional
audit, shall:

(i) Limit the scope of such additional
audit to areas not adequately ad-
dressed by the independent audit.

§34.17

(ii) Coordinate the audit request with
the Federal agency with the predomi-
nant fiscal interest in the recipient, as
the agency responsible for the sched-
uling and distribution of audits. If DoD
has the predominant fiscal interest in
the recipient, the Defense Contract
Management Command (DCMC) is re-
sponsible for monitoring audits, ensur-
ing resolution of audit findings, and
distributing audit reports. When an ad-
ditional audit is requested and DoD has
the predominant fiscal interest in the
recipient, DCMC shall, to the extent
practicable, ensure that the additional
audit builds upon the independent
audit or other audits performed in ac-
cordance with this section.

(e) There may be instances in which
Federal auditors have recently per-
formed audits, are performing audits,
or are planning to perform audits, of a
recipient. In these cases, the recipient
and its Federal cognizant agency
should seek to have the non-Federal,
independent auditors work with the
Federal auditors to develop a coordi-
nated audit approach, to minimize du-
plication of audit work.

(f) Audit costs (including a reason-
able allocation of the costs of the audit
of the recipient’s financial statement,
based on the relative benefit to the
Government and the recipient) are al-
lowable costs of DoD awards.

§34.17 Allowable costs.

Allowability of costs shall be deter-
mined in accordance with the cost
principles applicable to the type of en-
tity incurring the costs, as follows:

(a) For-profit organizations. Allow-
ability of costs incurred by for-profit
organizations that are recipients of
prime awards from DoD Components,
and those that are subrecipients under
prime awards to other organizations, is
to be determined in accordance with:

(1) The for-profit cost principles in 48
CFR parts 31 and 231 (in the Federal
Acquisition Regulation, or FAR, and
the Defense Federal Acquisition Regu-
lation Supplement, or DFARS, respec-
tively).

(2) The supplemental information on
allowability of audit costs, in §34.16(f).

(b) Other types of organizations. Allow-
ability of costs incurred by other types
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